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Abstract This paper examines the impact of tourism architecture on local communities and cultural identity in Bali. The rapid 

growth of tourism has driven significant changes in traditional residential structures, cultural practices, and social dynamics, 

leading to concerns about the erosion of Bali’s unique heritage. The increasing demand for modern tourist facilities has disrupted 

the traditional balance between architecture, culture, and community life. Sacred spaces and traditional layouts are being 

replaced by structures designed to meet the needs of tourism, resulting in the fragmentation of communities and the loss of 

cultural authenticity. Traditional rituals and practices have been commodified, further weakening the social and spiritual fabric of 

the island. The findings highlight the critical challenges posed by unregulated tourism development, which threatens both 

cultural identity and environmental sustainability. Bali’s situation illustrates the broader challenges faced by regions seeking to 

balance tourism growth with the preservation of cultural and ecological heritage. This work emphasizes the importance of 

sustainable practices that respect local traditions while addressing the pressures of global tourism. It provides valuable insights 

for understanding the transformative effects of tourism architecture on culture and community life. 
 

Index Terms— adaption, community, heritage, impact. 

 

 

I. INTRODUCTION1 

The exponential growth of global tourism in recent decades 

has profoundly transformed numerous destinations, 

particularly in tropical regions. These areas, known for their 

idyllic landscapes, unique cultures, and warm climates, 

have become the center of mass tourism. The influx of 

tourists is often viewed as an engine of economic 

development. Therefore, creating jobs and improving the 

local infrastructure. However, it also brings significant 

challenges, especially concerning sustainability and the 

social structure and life of the local communities  

Mass tourism in tropical regions frequently leads to 

environmental destruction, including deforestation, water 

shortage, and biodiversity loss, as local ecosystems are 

heavily strained by the construction of large resorts, 

airports, and other tourism infrastructure. Socially, the 

commodification of cultural heritage, aimed at meeting the 

expectations and imaginations of tourists, often undermines 

the authenticity of local traditions. At the same time, 

gentrification and rising living costs displace many locals 

from their residential environments. 

This paper examines the complex interplay between 

tourism development and its social impacts, with a 

 
 

particular focus on the role of architecture as a mediating 

element. By analyzing how tourism architecture shapes 

interactions, spaces, and power dynamics within local 

communities, this study aims to highlight both the 

challenges and opportunities presented by tourism-driven 

development in tropical regions. Bali serves as a prominent 

case study due to its global reputation as a tourism 

destination [1] [2]. 

Figure 1. International tourism, number of arrivals of ASEAN (9) in 1995-

2012, Research Gate 

II. LITERATURE REVIEW 

This paper is based on a detailed review of the literature 

available in the sources provided. The documents uploaded 

for this research include scholarly articles, case studies, and 

reports addressing tourism development, environmental 

impacts, and cultural changes. Key resources include works 
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focusing on Bali's traditional architecture, the challenges 

posed by over-tourism, and community-based approaches 

to sustainable tourism. These documents provided crucial 

insights into how tourism architecture affects social 

structures, traditional practices, and spiritual life on the 

island. For example, the provided material highlights the 

pressures on traditional Balinese residential layouts, the 

displacement of local communities, and the loss of cultural 

authenticity due to modern architectural trends. 

While there is a wealth of information on general tourism 

and environmental concerns, the literature revealed gaps in 

research concerning the social impacts of tourism 

architecture on local communities. Specifically, limited 

studies address the erosion of community cohesion and the 

transformation of sacred spaces. Similarly, there is little 

focus on how architecture could be employed to harmonize 

tourism development with cultural preservation. 

III. METHOD 

The method used to write this paper was based on analyzing 

the literature provided in the uploaded documents. 

Academic articles, case studies, and reports were carefully 

reviewed to gather relevant information. The focus was on 

identifying and understanding the key aspects discussed in 

the sources. 

The research involved reading and extracting important 

points from the materials, ensuring that the arguments were 

supported by evidence. By synthesizing the information, the 

paper presents a comprehensive analysis based on the 

insights provided in the reviewed documents. This method 

allowed for a clear understanding of the topic and its 

broader implications, ensuring that the findings were 

grounded in reliable and relevant sources. 

IV. RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

The physical changes caused by tourism worldwide affect 

not only the social structure and culture of the affected 

regions but also have significant impacts on landscapes and 

ecosystems. Particularly in tropical regions like Bali, the 

increasing demand for tourist facilities has led to a 

comprehensive transformation of the physical environment. 

The construction of resorts, hotels, shopping centers, and 

infrastructure projects not only alters the landscape but also 

disrupts the ecological processes in these areas. Especially 

sensitive ecosystems in Nusa Dua such as mangrove 

forests, coral reefs, and coastal regions are under 

considerable pressure due to these developments [3] [4] [5]. 

A striking example is the destruction of mangrove 

forests, which play an essential role in coastal protection 

and biodiversity. In Bali, many of these forests have been 

cleared to make room for luxury hotels for example the 

“Grand Hyatt Bali”. However, these mangroves fulfill a 

crucial ecological function by providing habitats for 

numerous species and protecting coastal areas from erosion 

[6]. Their removal has not only increased the risk of 

flooding but also significantly reduced the habitats for local 

species. This destruction also impacts the local population, 

whose livelihoods often depend directly on the ecosystem 

services provided by mangroves, such as storm protection 

or fishing. According to Rina Suprina, the removal of these 

forests contributes to the instability of coastal areas, further 

endangering communities already at risk from climate 

change [4][6]. 

The alteration of coastlines through the construction of 

resorts and tourist attractions has also severely affected 

marine ecology. The discharge of wastewater, often 

inadequately treated, into coastal waters and the increased 

boat traffic have placed significant stress on coral reefs. 

These reefs are not only an ecologically vital habitat for 

marine species but also a central element of Bali’s tourism 

appeal. Coral reefs attract divers and snorkelers from 

around the world, but their ongoing degradation threatens 

both the island’s ecological and tourism future[6][7]. Smith 

et al. (2020) point out that the long-term damage to coral 

reefs caused by unregulated tourist activities is already 

irreversible unless comprehensive protection measures are 

implemented.[6] 

The ecological impacts of tourism, however, are not 

limited to coastal areas. In the interior, particularly in 

agrarian regions, the consequences of tourism are equally 

noticeable. Bali’s iconic rice terraces, which are managed 

through the UNESCO-protected Subak irrigation system, 

are under threat from the construction of villas and holiday 

homes [7][8]. This irrigation system represents a 

sustainable form of agriculture and serves as a cultural 

symbol of harmony between humans and nature. The 

increasing conversion of these agricultural lands for tourism 

purposes not only undermines ecological but also cultural 

and economic foundations of local communities. According 

to Rina Suprina, this development endangers not only the 

cultural significance of the Subak system but also the 

livelihoods of many farmers who are increasingly displaced 

from their lands [7] [9]. 

A comparison between traditional and modern 

architecture highlights the differences in material usage, 

energy efficiency, and ecological sustainability. Traditional 

Balinese architecture utilizes local, renewable materials 

such as bamboo, wood, and thatch, which are both 

environmentally friendly and well-suited to the tropical 

climate. These materials naturally regulate temperature, 

reduce energy demands, and minimize the ecological 

footprint [3] [7]. On the other hand, modern architectural 

projects rely on materials like concrete, glass, and steel, 

which, while durable, are resource-intensive. According to 

Anak Agung Gde Agung, the increasing use of such 

materials in tourist projects not only reduces energy 

efficiency but also heightens dependence on imported 

resources [7]. 

Moreover, construction methods differ significantly. 

Traditional Balinese buildings are designed to harmonize 

with their natural surroundings. Open structures, 

courtyards, and the integration of plants and water features 

enhance air circulation and create a pleasant atmosphere 

without the use of air conditioning [8] [9]. In contrast, 

modern buildings are often closed structures reliant on 

artificial climate control, significantly increasing energy 

consumption. This starkly contradicts the principles of the 

Balinese philosophy Tri Hita Karana, which emphasizes 

harmony between humans, nature, and the divine. Modern 
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resorts and hotels prioritize large-scale structures and 

imported materials, which not only increase the ecological 

footprint but also erode the local cultural aesthetic[6] [10]. 

Bali’s architecture has been significantly altered by 

tourism’s influence. Traditional residential complexes, 

which have been central to the social and spiritual life of 

Balinese communities for centuries, are particularly 

affected. These structures are based on the Tri Mandala 

philosophy, a spatial hierarchy expressing harmony 

between humans, nature, and the divine. Space is divided 

into three zones: the outer zone (nista mandala), used for 

daily activities like work and cooking; the middle zone 

(madya mandala), intended for communal interactions; and 

the inner zone (utama mandala), reserved for sacred rituals 

and ceremonies. This division is not only functional but 

also symbolizes the cosmic order and balance central to 

Balinese belief [7] [11]. 

The courtyard is the heart of these residential complexes. 

It serves as the social and spiritual center, around which 

pavilions for various purposes are arranged. These include 

the kitchen (pawon), the sleeping pavilion (bale meten), and 

the ceremonial pavilion (bale gede). This open design 

fosters social interactions and connects residents with their 

natural surroundings. The arrangement and use of these 

spaces are closely linked to the spiritual practices of 

Balinese culture. The courtyard provides the space for 

rituals, celebrations, and prayers, strengthening the 

connection between residents and the divine [7] [9]. 

However, with the expansion of tourism and rising 

property prices, many traditional residential complexes 

have been replaced by modern buildings. Particularly in 

popular tourist areas like Ubud, Kuta, and Seminyak, the 

demand for land to build holiday homes, villas, and hotels 

has led to the abandonment of traditional structures. 

Modern constructions cater to tourist needs, featuring 

multifunctional spaces, private pools, and luxurious 

gardens. These changes have led to the disappearance of 

central courtyards, which were once spaces of community 

and spirituality. Anak Agung Gde Agung observes that “the 

commercial use of traditional Balinese residential 

complexes has led many families to sell their homes, 

resulting in the fragmentation of communities” [7] [9]. 

The fragmentation of communities is evident in the 

changing nature of social interactions. While traditional 

residential complexes facilitated intergenerational 

conversations and communal activities, modern villas often 

promote a more individualized lifestyle. This shift has 

weakened the social cohesion within families and 

undermined the collective identity of many communities. 

At the same time, rising property prices and living costs in 

popular tourist areas have forced many locals to sell their 

homes and relocate to less central regions. This process has 

not only altered the social structure of communities but also 

disrupted cultural continuity. Anak Agung Gde Agung 

emphasizes that “displacement caused by tourism is one of 

the greatest threats to Bali’s cultural identity, as traditional 

ways of life must be abandoned to meet economic 

demands” [7] [9]. 

A particularly notable change concerns the integration of 

shrines and temples into modern residential and tourist 

complexes. In traditional Balinese residential complexes, 

shrines held a central role, often placed prominently within 

the courtyard. These shrines symbolize the connection 

between humans and the divine and serve as sites for daily 

rituals and prayers. In modern residential and resort 

designs, these spiritual elements are often minimized or 

merely symbolically included without preserving their 

original purpose and significance. Anak Agung Gde Agung 

argues that “the reduction of spiritual elements in modern 

designs not only endangers cultural identity but also 

disrupts the connection to the spiritual world” [7] [9]. 

The loss of spiritual elements has far-reaching 

consequences for daily life. Traditional residential 

complexes centered spiritual practices around shrines, 

offering spaces for prayers and rituals that connected 

families across generations and with the divine. As these 

shrines disappear, a central point of spiritual life is lost, 

leading to an estrangement from cultural roots. Rituals once 

conducted in courtyards are either abandoned or relocated, 

further diminishing the significance of communal life [6] 

[11]. 

These changes affect not only individual families but also 

Bali’s entire cultural landscape. Traditional residential 

complexes, which for centuries served as both functional 

and symbolic structures, are increasingly replaced by 

modern designs that neither preserve the spatial harmony of 

the Tri Mandala nor the spiritual significance of shrines. 

The commercialization of these spaces has led to a 

homogenization of Bali’s architectural identity, pushing its 

cultural roots further into the background 

V. CONCLUSION 

The case of Bali vividly illustrates the profound and often 

irreversible impacts of unregulated tourism on cultural 

identity, architecture, and ecosystems. The deep 

transformations triggered by tourism have placed immense 

pressure on traditional structures in many ways. This is 

particularly evident in the transformation of traditional 

Balinese residential complexes, which for centuries were 

not only functional spaces but also spiritual and social 

centers of the community. The loss of these structures 

signifies not only the erosion of cultural heritage but also 

the weakening of the sense of community that has played a 

central role in Balinese life for generations. 

The commercialization of cultural practices such as 

ceremonies and dances, as well as the integration of 

tourism-driven demands into architectural designs, reflects 

the growing influence of external economic interests. 

Rituals that once held deep spiritual and communal 

significance are increasingly adapted to meet the 

expectations of a global audience. This not only dilutes 

their spiritual values but also creates a sense of alienation 

within local communities. Rising living costs and property 

prices have further displaced many locals from tourist-

heavy areas, leading to the fragmentation of entire 

communities. 

 

The environmental consequences of tourism are equally 

alarming. The destruction of mangrove forests, pollution of 



Journal of A Sustainable Global South Vol. 9 No. 2, August 2025 

 

21 

coastal waters, and the stress on coral reefs demonstrate the 

delicate balance between human intervention and nature. 

These developments also threaten the livelihoods of many 

locals who directly depend on these ecosystems. 

Bali faces the significant challenge of reconciling 

economic growth and tourism with the preservation of its 

cultural and natural resources. The long-term risks posed by 

the abandonment of traditional values and the increasing 

strain on the environment outweigh the short-term 

economic benefits. The Balinese philosophy of Tri Hita 

Karana, which emphasizes harmony between humans, 

nature, and the divine, offers a path toward achieving this 

balance. It serves as a reminder that cultural and spiritual 

values are not only the heart of a society’s identity but also 

the foundation for its sustainable development. 

Overall, Bali exemplifies the sensitivity required in 

managing tourism to prevent the loss of the very essence 

that makes a region unique. It highlights the importance of 

protecting the cultural and ecological roots of a destination, 

as they not only enrich the lives of locals but also form the 

basis of its appeal to visitors. Only by bringing cultural 

values and traditions back to the forefront, with the respect 

they deserve, can Bali preserve its identity while continuing 

to benefit from the opportunities that tourism offers. 
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